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Second France-Oceania Summit Declaration
adopted on 26 June 2006 in Paris

Heads of States and Governments and their representatives of Australia, the
Cook Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, France, Kiribati,
Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu met in Paris on 26
June 2006, at the invitation of France, for the Second France-Oceania Summit
which was also attended by the Secretariats of the Pacific Islands Forum, the
Pacific Community, and the Pacific Regional Environment Programme respectively,
the Commissioner of the European Union for Development and Humanitarian Aid,
the French Overseas Territories of the Pacific, New Caledonia, French Polynesia
and Wallis and Futuna.

The Summit discussed mainly subjects of common interest in respect of
strengthening French-Pacific relations and regional cooperation. They stressed
their belief that the Pacific Region should be a region of peace, harmony,
security and economic prosperity, based on the values of democracy and respect
for, and promotion of, human rights and good governance. They determined to
work together to support the objectives of the Pacific Plan adopted by the
Pacific Island Forum Leaders at their meeting in Port Moresby in October 2005
and of the Millenium Development Goals. They emphasised the need to enhance
economic growth, promote sustainable development and ensure good governance and
security in the region. They noted the major economic, political and
environmental challenges faced by Pacific island countries and their
vulnerability to external shocks and emphasised the need, in particular to
address the main environmental threats presenting huge challenges for the
future of Small Island Developing States. They also recognised the importance
of encouraging broad-based sustainable economic growth, so as to alleviate
poverty and generate prosperity. Noting recent events in the region, they
recalled the Biketawa Declaration of 2000, in which Pacific Leaders made a
commitment to act collectively in response to requests for assistance in times
of crisis.

Based on respect for the sovereignty of each State, they have agreed to:

pursue and expand their cooperation to enhance stability in the Pacific
region and support Small Island Developing States;

• 

strengthen regional consultation and cooperation among Pacific island
countries and territories and also coordination among regional
institutions, primarily through the implementation of the Pacific Plan
and the promotion of inclusive regionalism. They welcomed the regional
cooperation implemented by the French Overseas Territories of the
Pacific, notably through the Pacific Economic, Social and Cultural Fund.

• 
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They also stressed the importance of harmonisation of support among
development partners, including the European Union;
boost sustainable, mutually beneficial economic growth by strengthening
integration between Pacific Island Forum Countries and the French
Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT), and ensure this proceeds in a
manner supportive of strategic and beneficial integration into the world
economy. They also agreed that Pacific island countries should be
supported in their efforts to pursue access to global markets,
particularly the European Union. In this connection, they stressed the
importance of achieving an Economic Partnership Agreement with the
European Union which addresses the development and trade needs of, and
serves as an effective tool for development in, the Pacific region;

• 

promote sustainable development and continue to improve disaster
management in particular through adherence to the Pacific Regional
Framework for Action for Building the Resilience of Nations and
Communities to Disaster 2005-2015;

• 

intensify efforts to address climate change and in particular consider
adaptation measures, by taking account of the challenges raised by the
latest scientific surveys, in particular assessment reports produced by
the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) and through
adherence to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
and the Pacific Climate Change Framework 2006-2015;

• 

recognise the need for more efficient environmental activities in the
United Nations system, with enhanced coordination, improved policy advice
and guidance, strengthened scientific knowledge, assessment and
cooperation, better treaty compliance, while respecting the legal
autonomy of the treaties, and better integration of environmental
activities in the broader sustainable development framework at the
operational level, including through capacity building; and support the
efforts in the United Nations to explore the possibility of a more
coherent institutional framework to address this need, including a more
integrated structure, building on existing institutions and
internationally agreed instruments, as well as the treaty bodies and
specialised agencies;

• 

conserve and manage the resources and fish stocks of the Pacific region
so as to ensure the ecologically sustainable utilisation of these
resources for the benefit of the region. In this respect, they welcomed
cooperation between Australia, France and New Zealand in the fight
against illegal fishing, which will benefit the region as a whole;

• 

enhance sustainable management of agriculture and forestry resources in
the region given their scarcity and vulnerability in many Pacific island
countries through existing and new forms of cooperation;

• 

strengthen regional security and stability through collective responses
to security challenges and promote good governance through transparent,
effective and accountable management of regional resources and
institutions; and

• 

pursue and establish or expand cooperation to enhance digital and
electronic communication in the Pacific island countries, given the vast
geographical distances and difficulty of communication.

• 
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In the same spirit, they attach special importance to supporting and promoting
cooperation projects, which will benefit the Pacific region as a whole, in
partnership with Pacific regional agencies, notably as regards:

health care: support the development of an overarching health strategy
for the Pacific region that identifies health priorities affecting
Pacific island countries and territories, and a Pacific Health Fund to
combat the many regional health challenges the Pacific faces; continue
the fight against the spread of endemic, communicable and
non-communicable diseases in the region, in particular HIV/AIDS through
the HIV/AIDS Regional Strategy; improve preparedness for epidemics
through extension of the Pacific Regional Endeavour for an Appropriate
Response to Epidemics (PREPARE) project; and support health training
institutions in the region such as the Fiji School of Medicine and the
University of Papua New Guinea Faculty of Medicine;

• 

environmental protection: promote and implement the Coral Reef Initiative
for the South Pacific (CRISP) focused on the protection and management of
coral reefs; facilitate and improve the French-Oceanic networks dedicated
to the protection and management of coral reefs; promote and support
waste management policies and programmes in Pacific island countries; and
support the European programme aimed at �Reducing the Vulnerability of
Pacific Island States�; and support the development of renewable, yet
affordable energies;

• 

agriculture and forestry : enhance skills and technology transfer in
agriculture and promote sustainable forest management practices including
forest certification;

• 

disaster risk management: continue to develop awareness, responses,
planning and early warning systems for natural disasters, including
through the France, Australia and New Zealand (FRANZ) agreement ; and
strengthen the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System and related
national efforts;

• 

security: enhance regional air and maritime security in the Pacific;
develop cooperation on the illegal movement of peoples; and strengthen
the fight against terrorism including through such initiatives as the
Pacific Island Forum’s Working Group on Counter-Terrorism and Exercise
READY PASIFIKA;

• 

training-related cooperation and development: will remain a priority for
development partners in the areas of education, university cooperation
and research, including through expanding technical and vocational
education training (TVET) programmes; and using the Pacific Regional
Initiatives for the Delivery of basic Education (PRIDE) supported by the
European Union, where appropriate, as a model for basic education
assistance, and implemented by the University of South Pacific;

• 

fisheries: implement the Australia-France-New Zealand Declaration of
Cooperation on Maritime Surveillance and Combatting Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing in the Pacific Islands region, European
programmes PROCFISH (ACP and OCT Pacific Regional and Coastal Fisheries
Development Programme) and DEVFISH (Development of Tuna Fisheries in the
Pacific ACP) and continue to develop the South Pacific Regional Fisheries

• 
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Management Organisation (RFMO); reinforce and complement the existing
surveillance capabilities of the exclusive economic zones in the Pacific,
including through satellite means;
conservation of species and their habitats: consider measures to promote
the conservation of endangered marine species, such as through the
establishment of protected areas;

• 

economic and trade cooperation: support regional infrastructure
development and enhance and promote regional tourism and investment;

• 

communication: support the Digital Strategy under the Pacific Plan and
efforts to address the huge communication challenge facing Pacific island
countries and territories and Pacific regional organisations; and

• 

culture: enhance Oceanic identity, support the implementation of the
regional cultural strategy to be developed under the Pacific Plan and
call for an international initiative to help States in the region
protect, preserve and promote their traditional knowledge and expressions
of culture, including their monumental sites, in consultation with
UNESCO.

• 

The parties to the Summit agreed to put in place an ongoing consultation
process to continue to develop the co-operation agenda outlined in the present
Declaration and to further develop and enhance the relationship between the
Forum, France and the French Pacific territories. They welcomed the
applications and interest by New Caledonia and French Polynesia to associate
membership, and Wallis-and-Futuna to observer status in the Pacific Islands
Forum, to be considered by Forum Leaders in October 2006.

|
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