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Anti-Semitic attacks in France: Public
Statements by Jacques Chirac,President of
the Republic. (Paris, April 2, 2002).
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It is true, as one of the participants put it [at our meeting], that when
a synagogue is burned it is France that is humiliated, that when a Jew is
assaulted it is France that is assaulted. In our Republic, a secular
Republic, we have the obligation of respect, tolerance and dialogue in
regard to the freedom of thought, the freedom of expression, and
religious freedom. These are cardinal virtues which can never be called
into question in a Republic as we understand it (...)./."
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